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Website:
Tona Hangen – Professor of U.S. History, Worcester State University

Need a bit of inspiration? Take a look at Dr. Tona Hangen’s archived syllabi. I can’t imagine anyone not being excited to take one of her classes! If you have a bit of extra time, you might want to check out her site’s other resources, too. 

Articles:
Best practices in syllabus writing: Contents of a learner-centered syllabus (Johnson, 2006)

This article provides an overview of syllabus structure and short descriptors for each item. 

Does the document matter? The evolving role of syllabi in higher education (Palmer et al., 2016)

This is a nice resource when you want to create learner-centered syllabi. 

Can a Learner-Centered Syllabus Change Students’ Perceptions of Student–Professor Rapport and Master Teacher Behaviors? (Richmond et al., 2016)

This article presents a discussion of research findings when comparing students’ perceptions of the instructor and course based on syllabi. Both the instructor and course were hypothetical, so not to worry about hurt feelings.  

Books:
Teaching at its best: A research-based resource for college instructors (Nilson, 2016)

If you are looking for a resource that details the items that should be included in your syllabus, this book has a worthwhile chapter. Several editions are available through the OSU library and all contain good information about syllabus creation. 

Teaching college: The ultimate guide to lecturing, presenting, and engaging students (Eng, 2017)

For those considering the syllabus as a marketing tool, chapter four of this text is fantastic. It is available through the OSU library. 
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