
 

 

Building a Community of Learners with One-Pagers 
 

The importance of building a community of learners within your class cannot be overstated. A wealth of 
research continues to support the idea that when students feel a sense of social belonging in an 
atmosphere that projects kindness and respect, they are more motivated and engaged. In short, 
students’ academic successes are positively influenced when they feel known and cared for. 
Of course, this doesn’t mean that you have to become best friends with your students. That isn’t what 
we mean at all. Rather, we encourage you to facilitate the creation of a warm and supportive classroom 
environment. This doesn’t mean you have to be informal, just that you convey a spirit of, “We are in this 
learning journey together.” 
 
In previous videos we have discussed the importance of developing your teaching persona, of learning 
students’ names, and of considering the tone set by your syllabus. These are all things that affect the 
feel of a classroom space. Today we are sharing another idea: Creating a one-page introduction, or one-
pager.  
 
A one-pager provides a mechanism by which you can introduce yourself to students. It can also be 
included as a class assignment so that students introduce themselves to you and to one another. It’s 
nice because it works well in face-to-face, online, or hybrid courses and it’s scalable. You can use this in 
a class of 20 or a class of 200.  
 
For our purposes, we choose to give requirements for such an assignment simply because we want to 
keep it manageable and somewhat uniform. However, there is still choice within the requirements. You 
can decide what is important to you and use this as your guide, but we do encourage you to consider 
having students include their goal for the course or what they hope to learn because you can use this 
information to highlight the relevance of your course content.  
 
 

 
 



 

 

Here are examples of our own one-pagers. 

 
 
If you would like to learn more about the importance of building a community of learners, read chapter 
two in the book How Humans Learn: The Science and Stories Behind Effective College Teaching or  
chapter three in the book How Learning Works: Seven Research-Based Principles for Smart Teaching.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Both are available through the OSU library. Or, contact us at ITLE and schedule a visit! 
 


