
 

 

Reimagining Your Syllabus 
 

Think for a moment about why you chose to enter your selected field. Was there a singular 
moment when you realized this was the field for you? Or maybe you have been intrigued since 
childhood. Regardless, you likely have a passion for the content that goes beyond the typical 
feelings of others. Take us for instance—we LOVE studying teaching and learning. We are 
continually in awe of teaching that leads to significant learning and we absolutely adore 
students. We long to have conversations about classroom community and assessment tasks 
and scaffolding instruction in ways that ensure student success. That probably sounds odd, 
right?! 
 
 
But you likely feel just as passionate about your field! You read and write articles and attend 
conferences with others who share your enthusiasm. You advance the field through the 
research you conduct. But do you share this passion with students? Do they see your 
excitement? Do you share your content in such a way that it conveys how truly magnificent 
your field is? This idea was highlighted for us when we read the book Teaching College: The 
Ultimate Guide to Lecturing, Presenting, and Engaging Students.  
 
 
In this book, the author asks us to consider the syllabus for our course. 
Those of you who know us have likely heard us mention the student-
centered syllabus at some point because the syllabus sets a tone for a 
course. However, our recent reading of this book caused us to consider 
the syllabus as a marketing tool—something more akin to a sales 
brochure or a motivational speech.  
The syllabus is a document that students reference throughout your 
course. How might it be structured so that it attracts students? Intrigues 
them? Is visually appealing?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Consider the before and after of the first two pages of the following syllabus that we reworked 
for one of our offerings. The content is very much the same, but the newer version is much 
more engaging.  
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If you are interested in transforming your syllabus, let us know. We would be more than happy 
to help you. It really doesn’t take much to make a huge difference. Or, if you’d rather, you could 
read chapter 4 in Eng’s book, Teaching College, which is available in the OSU library.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eng, N. (2017). Teaching college: The ultimate guide to lecturing, presenting, and engaging students. Printed by the author.  


